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Redux, continued from page 16

former slaves. McMinn suggested 
that dark-skinned Mexican immi-
grants (as opposed to native-born 
Tejanos) might be ineligible for 
American citizenship because of their 
Indian racial heritage. He asked the 
San Antonio Young Men’s Reform 
Club to pass a resolution calling for a 
legal test case, but they refused.

A test case, however, was filed in 
1896 by Ricardo Rodriguez, who had 
lived in Texas since 1883. McMinn 
challenged on the grounds he was 
not a white man and was ineligible 
for citizenship under US immigration 
laws.7 The action ignited a political 
firestorm.8 

This is where Selig Deutschman 
comes in. He, as a Populist leader, 
and the local party distanced them-
selves from McMinn’s action and dis-
avowed responsibility. Deutschman, 
“with his walrus mustache and pince-
nez glasses bore more than a passing 
resemblance to Theodore Roosevelt, 
was a German-born Jew who proba-
bly knew a thing or two about bigot-
ry.”9

Deutschman said, “Individual-
ly, I have always been opposed to 
anything that is calculated to arouse 
prejudice between the different races, 
as well as the different religions. It is 
a question that ought not to enter in 
any political discussion.”10

Deutschman criticized the border 
practices on election day, and felt the 
solution was a law to make five-year 
residence necessary before a person 
could vote. He decried the idea of 
“wholesale disfranchising of good 
citizens.” The Populist Party itself did 
not endorse the five-year proposal, but 
the newspaper El Regidor11 praised 
Deutschman as a learned lawyer and a 
defender of the right of Mexicans not 
to be denied US citizenship.

When the Populist Party held 
its Bexar County Convention in San 
Antonio, Deutschman submitted a 
resolution:

“Whereas, the democrats are 
circulating a report to the effect that 
the populist party is endeavoring to 
disfranchise the Mexican citizens; 
therefore, be 

Resolved, By the people’s 
party in mass meeting assem-
bled that the above report is 
wholly untrue.

Resolved, Further, that the 
people’s party is opposed to 
disfranchisement of anyone by 
reason of their race, color or 
religion.”12

The resolution was seen as 
inflammatory and was not brought 
to the floor. A substitute resolution 
passed calling simply for “fair and 
honest” elections.13  Despite this 
defeat, Deutschman was still elected 
to be a delegate to the 1896 Populist 
Party State Convention.14

Deutschman did not give up. He 
introduced the resolution the follow-
ing week at a joint meeting of the 
Independent American Labor Club 
and the San Pedro International Club, 
adding a clause that the resolution 
had been unfairly quashed at the 
county convention. This time, the 
resolution passed.

Rodriguez received a favorable 
ruling from the court in 1897, which 
said McMinn was correct that his 
application for citizenship violated 
the letter of the law, but the judge 
believed it was within the spirit of the 
law. Not only was McMinn’s polit-
ical career severely damaged by his 
lawsuit, the Populist Party itself was 
blamed for his actions. In 1896, the 
Party divided over tactics, the econ-
omy improved, and the Democratic 
Party became more sympathetic to 
populist ideas. By 1900, the party’s 
political effectiveness was over.15

Deutschman and other Populist 
leaders truly wanted to build reform 
coalitions by reaching across racial, 
ethnic, and class lines and were ahead 

of their time in this regard. After the 
Populist Party’s decline, he contin-
ued to defend Tejano rights and fight 
for progressive civic causes, such as 
establishing public libraries, adopting 
the commission plan for city govern-
ment, and founding San Antonio’s 
first free kindergarten.16

Selig Deutschman died Septem-
ber 5, 1922 and is buried in Congre-
gation Agudas Achim Cemetery in 
San Antonio.

Endnotes
1 Vickie Vogel, “The Mystery of Selig 

Deutschman,” TJHS News Magazine, 
July 2012. 

2 https://txjhs.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/07/2012-July.pdf 

3 Article from Box 3A190, Texas Jewish 
Historical Society Collection, The 
Dolph Briscoe Center for American 
History, University of Texas at Austin. 
All information is from this file/article 
unless otherwise noted.

4 Greg Cantrell, The People’s Revolt: 
Texas Populists and the Roots of 
American Liberalism,  Yale University 
Press, 2020, pp 332-342, 500. The 
background of this article is almost 
entirely from these pages.

5 His tombstone says 1866, but it 
misspells his name, so perhaps 
Cantrell’s date of 1865 is correct. 
https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/35621045/selig-ben-
deutchman

6 https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/35621046/marie-antoinette-
deutchman

7 TJHS News Magazine, July 2012, 
p. 12 https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/35621047/ruth-deutchman

6 https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-
at-large/7th-congress/session-1/
c7s1ch28.pdf, Chap. 28. “…That any 
alien, being a free white person, may 
be admitted to become a citizen of the 
United States …”

7 In re Rodriguez https://cite.case.
law/f/81/337/; see also footnote 6 above 
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The TJHS is Accepting Nominations 
for Two Outstanding Recognition 

Awards for the Preservation 
of Texas Jewish History

Texas Jewish Historical Society (TJHS), founded in 1980, is seeking nominations for 
Outstanding Recognition Awards in two areas:  (1) Significant Historic Site Preservation (awarded first to Leon and 
Mimi Toubin for the restoration of the Orthodox Synagogue originally in Brenham and moved to Austin, in order to 
continue as a sacred place for Jewish worship services) and (2) Extraordinary Historic Project (awarded first to Rabbi 
Jimmy Kessler for the 1980 founding of the Texas Jewish Historical Society, which continues to educate, to preserve 
stories, and to archive Texas Jewish History).  

TJHS now seeks your help to identify and honor those individuals who have made a significant and lasting 
impact on the preservation of Texas Jewish History.  Only one award per year can be given in each category; but it 
is not mandated to be given yearly, only when an outstanding accomplishment merits the award.  Recognitions as 
determined by TJHS Award Committee will be presented at TJHS Spring Annual Gathering.  Applications must be 
received by July 15, 2021 and mailed to Award Chair, Texas Jewish Historical Society, P. O. Box 10193, Austin, TX 
78766-0193 or awardchair@txjhts.org.

Application Form
Date of Submission:  ____________________________

Name and Contact Information of Nominee(s):  ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and Contact Information of Person(s) Recommending Nominee(s) for Consideration:  ___________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Category of nomination:
  Significant Historic Preservation  Major Historic Project

In the packet that you will return with this sheet as your cover page, please include the following:

• Complete description of the accomplishment
• Reasons that you are submitting this nomination and how you became aware of this accomplishment
• Pictures and other documentation
• Impact of this accomplishment and how it has and will continue to make a difference now and in the future on 

the ongoing story of the Jews of Texas
• Short bio of nominee(s)

Thank you for helping us recognize deserving individuals! 

Send applications to: Award Chair, Texas Jewish Historical Society,  
P. O. Box 10193, Austin, TX 78766-0193 or awardchair@txjhts.org.
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Proposed Slate of Officers 
Texas Jewish Historical 

Society, 2019-2020
President 

Sheldon Lippman (Austin)
1st Vice President 

Sonny Gerber (Houston)
2nd Vice President 

Joan Linares (Baytown)
Recording Secretary 

John Campbell (Austin)
Corresponding Secretary 

Amy Milstein (Frisco)
Treasurer 

Ben Rosenberg (Sugar Land)
Historian/Archivist 

Sally Drayer (Dallas)
Parliamentarian 

Susan Zack Lewis (Big Spring)

Board Members 2021-2023
Jim Bernick (Beach City)

Willie Braudaway (Del Rio)
Gayle Cannon (Austin)
Nelson Chafetz (Austin)
Joyce Davidoff (El Paso)

Jules Frapart (Brownsville)
Lynda Furgatch (Brownsville)

Sharon Gerber (Houston)
Dolly Golden (Austin)
Kathy Kravitz (Austin)

Eric H. Nelson (Houston)
Susan Novick (El Paso)
Samylu Rubin (Dallas)
Alan Selzer (Houston)

Laurie Selzer (Houston)
Susan Septimus (Houston)

Barbara Stone (Dallas)
Phyllis Turkel (Houston)
Cynthia Wolf (Beaumont)

One-Year Term 2020-2022
Deidre Cizon (Dallas)

Nominating Committee:  Davie Lou Solka, Chair; 
Marilyn Albert, Marlene Eichelbaum, 
Joan Katz, and Barbara Rosenberg

The following poem was sent to the Editor from 
Vickie Vogel.  It certainly gives us all something to 

think about when we put away our photos.
                                          

Come look with me inside this drawer,
In this box I’ve often seen,

At the pictures, black and white,
Faces proud, still, serene.

I wish I knew the people,
These strangers in the box,

Their names and all their memories
Are lost among my socks.

I wonder what their lives were like.
How did they spend their days?
What about their special times?

I’ll never know their ways.

If only someone had taken time
To tell who, what, where, when,

These faces of my heritage
Would come to life again.

Could this become the fate
Of the pictures we take today?
The faces and the memories
Someday to be tossed away?

Make time to save your pictures,
Seize the opportunity when it knocks,
Or someday you and yours could be

The strangers in the box.

Strangers in the Box
by Pamela A. Harazim

Antonio to join Ben in the scrap business. He married Sylvia Leavitt 
and had three children, Andy, Sheri (Barenblat) and Sheila (Rosen-
berg).  Andy was in the scrap busines.

Sophie married Albert Worth and had three children, Robert, 
Larry and Marvin. Albert owned a furniture store which was then 
bought by Morris. Robert is a doctor, Larry is a dentist and Marvin 
owned and operated Wilk Furniture for many years. 

Esther was married to Maurice Levit. They had two children, 
Ann (Plantowsky) and Jack. They divorced and she worked in Real 
Estate as well as had her own Mandelbrot business.  Ann had two 
children, Scott (Joy) and Todd (Mary). 

Ben passed away in 1983 at the age of seventy-four, Morris 

Galveston Movement, continued from page 18

continued on page 26
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The Texas Jewish Historical Society
Grant Application

The mission of  the Texas Jewish Historical Society is to expand and enhance the 
knowledge and understanding of the Jewish presence in Texas and the history of Jews from 

their first arrival in the State to the present.
We solicit applications for research projects that are in this spirit.

Deadlines for submission are March 1, June 1, September 1, and December 1.

Application Form
The Texas Jewish Historical Society will consider applications from individuals  

and non-profit organizations in any written or visual media.  Attach additional sheets as necessary.

Contact Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Organization:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ___________________________________________  State:  _______________  Zip:  _______________

Phone: (________) ____________________________ Cell: (________) _________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________________________________________________
Title and Description of project.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Briefly outline personal and professional background information that support this application.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the anticipated budget for the project?  Are you seeking additional support from elsewhere?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please detail the timeline of your project.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Completed project must acknowledge TJHS support.  A copy or account of the completed project should be submit-
ted to the Society’s archive at the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History at the University of Texas at Austin.

Send applications to: TJHS Grant Committee: P.O. Box 10193, Austin TX 78766-0193, or email to grantchair@txjhs.org.
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the war, the jewelry business was 
gone.  Abraham and Samuel were the 
brains of the family and began to sell 
apples on street corners.  They found 
that food sold better to Union troops 
than jewelry.  That was the start of 
the grocery business.  Abraham went 
back to New York after the war, made 
contacts in the North East, came back 
to Galveston and started the grocery 
business.  They saw great opportuni-
ty to sell food after Reconstruction.  
They set up a team of “drummers” and 
carved out the Southwest into districts.  
Henry and Aaron Strasburger had the 
middle part of the state, from south of 
Austin to Dallas.  On horseback, they 
made stops in every little town, in 
every little bar and establishment, to 
tell them they could get them coffee, 
tobacco, whatever they wanted.  All 
these records are in the Center for 
American History in Austin.  For 
example, invoices from Aaron are doc-
umented: case of brandy, 10 lbs coffee, 
25 lbs salt, mailed cash or bill the store 
owners.  People living in the interior 
had sophisticated palates.  They sold 
olives and olive oil from Italy, French 
brandy, tobacco from South America 
and Cuba, tinned meats from Chicago, 
tinned oysters from Louisiana.  The 
Heidenheimers were major movers 
and shakers in the railroad business.

Henry Strasburger left Heiden-
heimer and partnered with Peregoy in 
Waco in late 1870s.  They operated a 
bar named Strasburger and Peregoy.   
By 1881 Temple started to boom.  
They had fiduciary interest in many 
bars.  That is where the money was.  
Many times they helped finance the 
opening of saloons in towns.  Since the 
Heidenheimers were major stockhold-
ers in the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe, 
this helped them speed their commerce 
and trade.  This helped them get their 
groceries into the center part of the 
state.  Henry and Aaron Strasburger 
went back to New York and lived in 
the same block as the Heidenheimers.  

Benoit Interview, continued from page 6
One of the Heidenheimer uncles 
married a Strasburger.  The New York 
Strasburgers were all jewelers. 

By 1884 Henry comes to Temple 
with Peregoy in the beginning.  Even-
tually he owns or co-owns several bars 
with interesting names, such as The Je-
rusalem Exchange and The Moss Rose 
Saloon.  By 1915 Henry gets out of the 
bar business because Temple and Bell 
County have pretty much gone dry.  
He then moved into the café business.  
The Moss Rose Café was known as 
the best eatery in town for many years.  
He also goes into the grocery business, 
with several butcher shops and grocery 
shops.  He did very well and invested 
in real estate.  His son Roy takes over 
his businesses and becomes mayor of 
Temple.  Roy married Alene Smith.  
She was the daughter of a Santa Fe 
Railway engineer, an Irish immigrant.  
They were very devout Episcopalian.  
Roy converted.  

By the 1890’s Aaron is burned out.  
He moves to Temple where Henry al-
ready resides.  He works several other 
drummer jobs, is a professional gam-
bler at some point.  His first wife died 
in childbirth.  He married a second 
time.  He buys a house on South 5th 
Street across from the old Scott and 
White Sanitarium.  He begins a cigar 
company in a workshop in back of 
his home, and sells to the doctors and 
patients.  Aaron has financial troubles.  
His brother, Henry, bails him out sev-
eral times. Aaron dies quite suddenly 
of a heart attack.  

They are smart businessmen and 
can reinvent themselves when things 
get rough.  Roy Strasburger bought a 
lot of cheap “worthless” land that is 
now worth millions.  Roy is one of the 
best mayors we have had in the twen-
tieth century.  He created the planning 
and zoning commission in the early 
1960’s.  His son, Tommy Strasburger, 
now owns six sections of land (640 
acres in a section) and is one of the 
largest land owners in Bell County.  

Tommy has four children, Susan, Sha-
ron, Roy and Greg.  Tommy’s brother 
is an Episcopal priest.  

Aaron had two wives, the first, 
Esther, died in childbirth.  The child 
also died.  He married a second time to 
a Protestant.  They had two children.   
Their progeny are scattered across the 
Northwestern U.S.  Some have the last 
name of Hinson.   

Henry, Jr. became a lawyer.  His 
prominent firm still carried the Stras-
burger name.  He had two children, his 
son was killed in WWII and a daugh-
ter.  He had no religious affiliation.  
He died with Masonic rights.

Augustus Lewey was also a may-
or.  He had three daughters.  One of 
the daughters made it out of Germany 
in 1940 and was living in San Anto-
nio.  She changed her name to Lewis.  
His run for the state legislature turned 
nasty with anti-Semitic slurs.

Old man Giesler came to Temple 
with the railroad in the 1880s-1890s.  
Several Giesler family groups are 
buried here.  Several years ago one of 
the Giesler daughters died in Califor-
nia.  She was cremated and came to 
Temple to bury the ashes.  She was 
close to 100 years old.  They were all 
Jewish.  They had the Jewish service 
for her in California.  Jenna Rubin is 
her daughter.  

William Newman died a few 
years ago.  I was contacted by a social 
worker for the nursing home, who 
said he had no family. He was raised 
Orthodox from New York.  He wanted 
to make arrangements.  I visited with 
him several times and told him we 
don’t have consecrated ground here.  
He couldn’t afford to go to the Jew-
ish cemeteries in Austin or Waco.  I 
helped the social worker make contact 
with the Rabbi at the Conservative 
congregation in Waco.  We made all 
the arrangements.  Since he was a 
veteran, he got a free stone.  He chose 
a space next to other WWII veterans.  
The Star of David is on the stone.

  










