








Texas Jewish Historical Society - September 2020 Page 5

What I Did During the Pandemic, continued from page 4

walked us through it. I am proud to 
say we are now experts at Zooming 
and are very thankful to have this way 
to communicate with family every 
Sunday.

At this point, with nothing else 
on my calendar, I began to make 
note of household chores, and when 
I went to shop for groceries. I want-
ed to see how long I could go before 
being forced to shop.  We made it 11 
days before running out of bread and 
milk.  We kept a running list all week.  
Since I was used to running in to buy a 
couple of items every few days, it was 
nice to know that I could manage to be 
much more organized with my shop-
ping. Making a note of when things 
got done was necessary, since days 
were running together.

Shopping was a whole new ex-
perience. The first few weeks I stood 
in line wearing a mask and gloves 
in order to enter the store.  Once in, 
many items were not to be found, such 
as toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, 
hand sanitizer, liquid soap, etc.  I 
bought more than usual so I would not 
have to return so soon. Charles went to 
Sam’s the next day and bought a large 
package of toilet paper (45 rolls) and 
15 mega rolls of paper towels.  

I enjoy walking, so most morn-
ings I have walked at a park, just 10 
minutes away. It is so pleasant to see 
the ducks, the lone goose, turtles and 
wildflowers, it gives my spirits a lift. 
Some days I walk at a trail along a 
creek, and see the waterfalls and lots 
of people with dogs, strollers and 
bikes.

Two friends had been visiting 
outside on one of their patios.  After 
three months of seeing no friends or 
family in person and having a melt-
down, I knew I needed to get out, so I 
agreed to join them.  It was so nice to 
be with friends.  We made it a weekly 
visit, but one more person was invited 
each time, until I realized no one wore 
masks and we were not social distanc-

ing.  I didn’t feel comfortable with 
that, so I stopped going.  

Debbie agreed to join us on our 
anniversary, June 4.  She not only 
brought us items we couldn’t find 
here, including a Star of David mask 
which she made, but cleaned all our 
carpets herself. It was wonderful phys-
ically being together. 

Charles asked what I wanted for 
our anniversary and I told him food 
that I didn’t have to cook.  He ordered 
from BJs and picked it up.  Debbie 
joined us for dinner.  It was a very 
different celebration, but I was thank-
ful for it.

I have been doing work for Scott 
and White Hospital as a “Standardized 
Patient” for ten years.  This involved 
memorizing a script and pretending 
to be a patient for the medical stu-
dents.  With the shutdown, the pro-
gram changed to on line.  The training 
turned out too involved, and I was not 
interested in face-to-face meetings.  So 
I decided that now was a good time to 
retire.  It was really a great experience 
and I enjoyed the challenge.

I cook our main meal every day 
and have plenty of fruits and vege-
tables to go along with the meat that 
Charles insists on having.  We do pick 
up food sometimes, like hamburgers, 
barbecue, and finally a Dairy Queen 
blizzard, which I had been thinking 
about for weeks. We are not ready to 
dine-in yet, even though restaurants 
are now open.

Every May we look forward to 
traveling to Wisconsin to see our son, 
David, his wife, Karen, and our grand-
children, Daphne and Zachary.  The 
kids are now nine and eleven years old 
and have been taking dance for several 
years.  The recital was canceled, so the 
kids donned their costumes and Karen 
taped their dances, first at home, then 
on the stage.  It was certainly not the 
same as the excitement of a full audi-
torium and stage full of dancers, but 
this is our new normal.

Debbie very generously decided 
to give me a trip to Russia for my 
upcoming birthday.  Our trip was 
scheduled for July, but as the date got 
closer, we decided to cancel. We were 
really looking forward to discovering 
our family roots in the shtetle of Parit-
chi near Minsk. We hope to be able to 
make this trip at a later date.

We were able to Zoom on several 
birthdays, our anniversary, Mother’s 
Day and even for Passover Seder.  We 
normally have it together, where each 
person brings their specialty.  We pre-
pared the seder plate, but had to make 
some substitutes.  Instead of parsley, 
we had celery and instead of horserad-
ish, we had sliced jalapenos.  David’s 
family has not been able to join us in 
the past, but they had the opportunity 
this year, with his children asking the 
four questions.  During the meal, we 
each ate and visited, as if we were 
at the table together.  It turned into a 
three-hour seder, which was surpris-
ing and wonderful.  Houston Jewish 
Archives at Rice University put out a 
request for stories and photos of how 
everyone was celebrating Passover.  
We were happy to share a picture of 
our unusual seder plate.

I have been watching Houston’s 
Emanu El Sabbath service on Face-
book for a while.  It makes me feel a 
part of the Jewish community, since 
we have none here in Temple.  Occa-
sionally I see our friends and family 
there and let them know we are with 
them virtually.  Now with the Temples 
and Synagogues closed, everyone is 
doing the same thing.

One of the saddest things about 
COVID 19 is not being able to hug 
someone at a funeral.  Our cousin, 
Dorothy Harelik, died in Hamilton, 
Texas, soon after celebrating her 90th 
birthday. Her family arranged a small 
graveside service in the Waco Jewish 
Cemetery.  We decided to go to our 
very first group outing on June 7.  We 
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started out with masks and trying to 
social distance.  But it really broke 
down when we went to our cousins’ 
home afterwards for a meal together.  
It is impossible to eat wearing a mask.

The very next week, we attend-
ed our dear friend, Bernie Berman’s 
funeral on Zoom.  And the next night 
we participated in his Zoom minyan.  
How hard it is to not be able to be with 
dear friends when they really need us.

I ventured out to have my teeth 
cleaned on June 3 and my hair cut on 
June 9.  Both offices took special care 
to wear masks and make sure every-
thing was germ free.

We had Debbie, Kathy and Joshua 
here for Father’s Day, which was also 
Charles’ 85th birthday.    We also had 
dinner with cousins in their home in 
Georgetown.  It is a new normal to 
only be in small groups.  I don’t see 
anything changing any time soon.

We had our first Texas Jewish His-
torical Society Zoom quarterly board 
meeting.  It turned out to not only be 
well attended, but very productive 
as well.  None of us were in a hurry 
to leave.  We  enjoyed seeing friends 
that we normally are with four times 
a year.  I am thankful that our News 
Magazine Editor, Davie Lou Solka, 
asked for our experiences during the 
Pandemic.  It gave me a “project of the 
day.”

by Kathy Kravitz

Well, I have NOT been ignoring 
TJHS.  In fact, I have been spending 
many hours every day working on 
Texas Jewish burial records.  For any 
given cemetery, I open numerous 
tabs on my computer – TJHS Burial 
Database, JewishGen’s Burial Regis-
try, Ancestry.com, and Find a Grave, 
being the main ones.  I compare the 
data on these websites to get the most 
accurate information I can.  Then I 
make a spreadsheet; with the names of 
all burials within that cemetery.  The 

spreadsheet includes names, date of 
birth and death; places of birth and 
death and names of fathers and moth-
ers (including maiden, whenever pos-
sible).  The spreadsheet also indicates 
what additions and corrections need 
to be made in TJHS’s and Jewish-
Gen’s databases.  On the Find a Grave 
website, I create memorials and/or add 
photos of gravestones and documen-
tary information.  I also identify any 
veteran and forward that information 
to Hershel Sheiness. It has kept me 
quite busy! 

by Jack Solka

By the time the COVID-19 hype 
got hot in March, 2020, I had already 
experienced the need to self-quaran-
tine since December, 2019, when I 
had lung surgery.  After the surgery I 
was concerned about getting pneumo-
nia.  I did get pneumonia some time 
in January.  I have been fighting this 
condition ever since. 

Since March I have had numerous 
hours of boredom.  I have added some 
activities to fill the time.  Since I have 
not been able to visit the Fitness Cen-
ter at Shalom Austin, I have started a 
daily walking routine.  I walk in the 
mornings and was walking in the eve-
nings until the temperatures reached 
the high 90s and 100 degrees.  

I miss my previous breakfast and 
lunch meetings with friends.  Tele-
phone calls are not the same.  TV, Net-
flix, and reading take up some time.  I 
have read more books in the past few 
months than I have read in years.

My trips out of the house have 
been primarily to doctor’s offices and 
a few trips to the Post Office.  Our 
kids have been very supportive.  They 
make efforts to see us by visits in our 
driveway or their backyards.

Our grandson was to be married 
on May 1st.  We watched as the date 
was changed—along with the num-
ber of people attending—to August 

8th—then to August 15th.  We finally 
attended the wedding of Kevin Solka 
and Sara Drapkin on August 22nd with 
ten people in attendance!  Mazel Tov 
to them and what a story they have to 
tell (as my wife says) our great-grand-
children!

A byproduct of the current situa-
tion is that Davie Lou and I decided 
to sell one of our cars.  This is the first 
time that we have only one car for the 
past fifty years!  The savings is consid-
erable and we can always buy another 
car in the future.

by Larry Holtzman

The fear and uncertainty surround-
ing the coronavirus pandemic may feel 
new to many of us.  However, it has 
brought back similar memories for me, 
being one of those who lived through 
the polio epidemic of the last century.  
The poliomyelitis virus arrived each 
summer striking without warning.  
How it spread was a mystery to sci-
entists at the time.  The virus was dis-
covered to be spread usually through 
water or food contaminated by poor 
sanitation and could also be spread by 
saliva from an infected person.  There 
was no known cure or vaccine.

When I was growing up in the late 
1940s and 1950s, the swimming pools 
and movie theaters closed during the 
summer.  Sadly, it was the children 
who were most affected by polio.  We 
stopped going to playgrounds or birth-
day parties for fear of catching polio.  
In 1952, the number of polio cases in 
the U.S. hit over 57,00 resulting in 
3,145 deaths.  Those who survived 
could end up with some sort of paral-
ysis because the virus destroyed nerve 
cells in the spinal cord.  The most 
dangerous paralysis was to the mus-
cles needed to bring air into the lungs.  
Those affected would be put into an 
iron lung, which was a large tank 
respirator that would pull air in and 

continued on page 14
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The Texas Jewish Historical Society
Grant Application

The mission of  the Texas Jewish Historical Society is to expand and enhance the 
knowledge and understanding of the Jewish presence in Texas and the history of Jews from 

their first arrival in the State to the present.
We solicit applications for research projects that are in this spirit.

Deadlines for submission are March 1, June 1, September 1, and December 1.

Application Form
The Texas Jewish Historical Society will consider applications from individuals  

and non-profit organizations in any written or visual media.  Attach additional sheets as necessary.

Contact Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Organization:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ___________________________________________  State:  _______________  Zip:  _______________

Phone: (________) ____________________________ Cell: (________) _________________________________

Email:  _______________________________________________________________________________________
Title and Description of project.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Briefly outline personal and professional background information that support this application.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the anticipated budget for the project?  Are you seeking additional support from elsewhere?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please detail the timeline of your project.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Completed project must acknowledge TJHS support.  A copy or account of the completed project should be submit-
ted to the Society’s archive at the Dolph Briscoe Center for American History at the University of Texas at Austin.

Send applications to: TJHS Grant Committee: P.O. Box 10193, Austin TX 78766-0193, or email to grantchair@txjhs.org.
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Marshallites, continued from page 16
lived, journalists buzzed that Hitler 
was meeting with von Hindenburg at 
that moment. At last, Privy Counsellor 
von Heyde, deputy chief of the press 
department of the German Foreign 
Office arrived. With trembling hands, 
he read the announcement of Hitler’s 
appointment. 

Thus, Philippsborn was yards 
away from the birth of the Third Reich. 
“The end of the Third Reich which 
Hitler predicted to last a thousand 
years - I witnessed it here in Marshall,” 
Philippsborn said, “in these blessed 
United States of America, whose citi-
zens my wife and I now are.”

The Rabbi was grateful that Hitler 
told the world he and his wife had noth-
ing in common “with those gangsters 
who have tortured and slain innocent 
people, who have extinguished the 
lights of freedom in Europe, and who 
have set the world aflame.”

Once in the United States, he 
studied at Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati. He was committed to 
Reform Jewish institutions, joined 
the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, and was on the committee for 
Family, Marriage, and the Home. He 
was an executive board member for 
the southeastern region of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations 
and was active in the Kallah of Texas 
Rabbis.

When asked if they would like 
to return to their homeland, Rabbi 
Philippsborn replied that they preferred 
dry bread and salt in the United States 
to fried chicken in Germany.

Meanwhile, their two sons were in 
Palestine. Heinz was with the Eighth 
British Army from 1940, and Kurt from 
1942. They saw action in Africa, Sicily 

and Italy. They were separated from 
their parents for twelve years. 

“Before we came to America we 
lived in Germany, France, Spain, the 
Netherlands. I was in Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, 
Poland, Yugoslavia, Romania, Belgium, 
Great Britain, but - there is only one 
America, and we are proud to be its 
citizens.”

Philippsborn came to Shreveport 
in 1939 and was connected with B’nai 
Zion congregation, assisting Rabbis 
Abraham Brill and David Lefkowitz. In 
1942, He was elected rabbi of Temple 
Moses Montefiore in Marshall. He suc-
ceeded Dr. David H. Wittenberg who 
had been rabbi for the past year and 
resigned because of ill health.7

Philippsborn was a member of the 
Marshall Rotary Club and president of 
the Marshall Ministers’ Association, 
serving as secretary-treasurer for sev-
eral years. He was secretary of Reu-
ben Lodge No. 237 of B’nai B’rith of 
Marshall, chaplain at Harmon General 
Hospital in Longview, and represen-
tative of the National Jewish Welfare 
board. Other activities included serving 
on the council of the Boy Scouts of 
Harrison County, publicity chairman of 
the Marshall Boy Scouts and member 
of the district board of review, East 
Texas Area Council. He also served 
on the council of the Harrison County 
Girl Scouts and was a member of the 
Marshall USO council.

After leaving Marshall, he served 
congregations in Harlingen; Lubbock; 
Gadsden, Alabama; Muncie, Indiana; 
Colorado Springs, Colorado; and 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. He died in 
Vicksburg in 1967,8 and Gertrude in 
1976.9 His papers are in the American 

Jewish Archives in Cincinnati.

Endnotes
1 https://www.findagrave.com/

memorial/11096861/gertrude-s_-
philippsborn

2 1898- http://collections.
americanjewisharchives.org/ms/
ms0010/ms0010.html. Rabbi 
Philippsborn married Frida Anna 
Jacob Philippsborn (b. 1896) and 
they had two daughters, Lieselotte (b. 
1913) and Ruth (1916-2014). Ruth 
died in Buenos Aires. https://www.
geni.com/people/Frida-Philippsbo
rn/6000000030546322115

3 http://collections.
americanjewisharchives.org/ms/
ms0010/ms0010.html. This source gives 
the date of birth as 1898, but https://
www.geni.com/people/Rabbi-Adolf-Ph
ilippsborn/6000000007551168810 says 
1888.

4 His mother was Johanna 
Philippsborn. https://www.geni.
com/people/Rabbi-Adolf-Philippsbo
rn/6000000007551168810

5 Unless otherwise stated, all information 
is from Box TN 21367 of the Texas 
Jewish Historical Society Collection, 
Dolph Briscoe Center for American 
History, University of Texas at Austin.

6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Vossische_Zeitung

7 Dr. Wittenberg had been a Marshall 
resident for 18 years and often served as 
rabbi during that time.

8 Box 1, Folder 1, History of the Marshall 
Jewish Community, Adolf Philippsborn, 
January 1943. http://collections.
americanjewisharchives.org/ms/
ms0010/ms0010.html

9 https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/11096861/gertrude-s_-
philippsborn.

time, they can attend even if they are 
under the weather, they don't have to 
find a sitter, they save on gas, they get 
to see their friends and family without 
being exposed to the virus.

I want to publicly thank Vickie 

Vogel for representing Texas Jewish 
Historical Society so well.

Zoom may never replace in person 
meetings, because of the personal con-
tacts, but (as Vickie says) "it is another 
arrow in our quiver.”

 Zoom programming may be with 
us for a long time, with senior citizens 
not anxious to be out in groups.  If you 
wish to have a TJHS Zoom program, 
contact Jan Hart or Gayle Cannon at 
tjhsspeakers@txjhs.org.

Speaker’s Bureau, continued from page 7
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The TJHS is Accepting Nominations 
for Two Outstanding Recognition 

Awards for the Preservation 
of Texas Jewish History

Texas Jewish Historical Society (TJHS), founded in 1980, is seeking nominations for 
Outstanding Recognition Awards in two areas:  (1) Significant Historic Site Preservation (awarded first to Leon and 
Mimi Toubin for the restoration of the Orthodox Synagogue originally in Brenham and moved to Austin, in order to 
continue as a sacred place for Jewish worship services) and (2) Extraordinary Historic Project (awarded first to Rabbi 
Jimmy Kessler for the 1980 founding of the Texas Jewish Historical Society, which continues to educate, to preserve 
stories, and to archive Texas Jewish History).  

TJHS now seeks your help to identify and honor those individuals who have made a significant and lasting 
impact on the preservation of Texas Jewish History.   Only one award per year can be given in each category; but it 
is not mandated to be given yearly, only when an outstanding accomplishment merits the award.  Recognitions as 
determined by TJHS Award Committee will be presented at TJHS Spring Annual Gathering.   Applications must be 
received by July 15, 2021 and mailed to Cynthia Wolf, 4305 Sterling Lane, Beaumont, TX 77706.

Application Form
Date of Submission:  ____________________________

Name and Contact Information of Nominee(s):  ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and Contact Information of Person(s) Recommending Nominee(s) for Consideration:  ___________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Category of nomination:
  Significant Historic Preservation  Major Historic Project

In the packet that you will return with this sheet as your cover page, please include the following:

• Complete description of the accomplishment
• Reasons that you are submitting this nomination and how you became aware of this accomplishment
• Pictures and other documentation
• Impact of this accomplishment and how it has and will continue to make a difference now and in the future on 

the ongoing story of the Jews of Texas
• Short bio of nominee(s)

Thank you for helping us recognize deserving individuals! 

Send applications to: Cynthia Wolf, 4305 Sterling Lane, Beaumont, Texas 77706
For more information, contact  

Cynthia Wolf at 409-899-4499 or cwolf@gt.rr.com.














