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Hrom Bur ?remhzn’:

Texas Jefwish Historical
Suociety Houmded

The Jetish presence in Texas hus been long and outstanding, extending back
perhaps euen before the Austin Seitlements in 1821, That history is el fworth
preseruing ind disseminating, With such & goul in vietn, the Texas Yetvish Historical
Sorirty twas established on the evening of Jamuary 26, 1980, and incorporated on
Hebruarn 15, 1980,

publish, and popularize materials tolyich concern the setflement md history of Jefos
m Wexas and theiw participation i and contribufions fo its social, ecotomic,

mﬁr_pm-puse of the Texus Yeinish Historical Bariety is to collect, preserve,

religious, political, pmﬁssmnal, and rudtural gm&:ﬂg

(U] (H.ﬁ (ﬂuﬂerhnn Established

®n March 24, 1980 Be Bon L
@arlotan, Birector of the Barker Texus
History Usrder at the Hniversity of Texas

ot Austin, extended fo ug an offer to

establish 1 Texus Jefvish Historical
Soriety Collection. His letter affered the
farilities of the Center to serve “as the
official repository for the historical col-
lections of the Texns Yotnish Histarieal
Society” Heder such an arrangement, all
papers foill become the property of the
Barker Texas History Center once do-
nated, but they will be fsted in finding
guites as being in the Wexas Jetoish
Historical Boriety Uollertion

After consultation tith the Executive
Conmitter, the President informed Be
Carleton that foe fwished to formally accept
his kind offer and that of the Center
Hnber these provisions, the Center twill
assume all responsibilities for the preser

vation of the materials donated, while the
Soriety will receive both credit for its
efforts and z permanent collection.

The papers of Rabbi Herey Cohen,

alveady otmed by the Center, foill be nude
part of the (1'.3].‘3'1.[5 Eollection. A nef
abdifion to the Wollection, the marrings
rerfifirate of Moses }.\lhm Tewy, 2
snrgeen general under Sam Houston, will
be presented by Rabbi Jimmy FRessler

3 pou wondd like to contribute to the
mein TIHS. Collection, please contact
Farry Bretsky (1507 Edgetrood, Austin
78722), our Archivist

(Ttyis arrangement fons estublished fo
allofo those mdividuals ko so desire fo
place thetr papers in a certral location. 3t
fas ot meant o replare or to conpete
with local archives, but rather to snp-
plement them )

. _ |
Waﬁun of pur first nefsletter
is clearly a momentows preasion asit
signals another step it the establishment
of the permanent presence of the Texas
Yetoish Historical Bociety. A great deal of
thanks is due to Borma Berliner CB&I[{;;)
and Barry Breen (ﬁlgler) our edifors. In
abdifion, murl gratitude must he conueged
to Mrs Helene Tevy (Balveston) for
landling the distriludion of all our vecent
mailings, particularly this nefsletter
There are several items of fhich 3
must ash pou to take cogizance. The first’
is i the realm of the production of
materials for sharing and publicafion
Future nefusletters fill require such
materials. Jf oo fill remember from the

Firat @a‘thmﬂg, one of the purposes of
the TIHS. is to encourage publication

by amatenr historims and to provide
welicles necessary for such publication
By vichee of your membership, yon are
enfifled to use your Bociety anmd ifs
facilities for such purposes I fant fo
encourage pou fo Yo s0. Hhether it is an
anecdote, or & family history, or n-depth
wsearch, regurdless — o submit it
Uontact ‘Bnmm ﬁm’[n:m- (B:Hﬁ Hillcrest,
Ballas r522:1) or Barry Green (4801
Richmond, Tyler 75703) for any furthee
information.

In as much as e will be producing a
guality amual publication, 3 foish to urge
you to be involwed. Comsider either
putting forfpard pour ofm fwork for
considerafion aud/or asking otljers to do

I:mr[hmh oxt page 2)



s Column confimued
szme. Clearly, the goal is fo establish
sutstonding literary journal, open to all
imish fo forite on the Texas Jetrish
gerience. Needless to say, fhe existence

surh 2 publication will stimulate the
mdurtion of such mork Pef, fre meed
rials with fehich to begin I pon are
rested, contact Seth MWolitz (7506
Botleigh Tane, San Antomic 78209)
r further iformation
}l sturidurd fare i our nstosletter, e
ish fo establish a column for sharing,
this “Mhaf s Bo'in” portion, for frant
2 solirt beief Drscoptions of oureent
: projects, efforts, and aclivifies.
Moreover, if infarmation is being souglt
r mesearch, our nefosletler wonld be a
fect mode for cirenlafing such # request
Please send along such materials fo
Bonnz or Barry for inclusion in our

There are thoo projects in fhich J
ze all of us are getfing involved. Prne is
personal family history. Not just = free,
t a collection of datu that reflects
mealogy, biographical information,
mily movements, and wny other facts
would cordribute to the foriting of
cas Jetwish historp. The offer is
llecting histories of the older [cl;lrm-

ally) mewbers of your conmunities/
magogues. Their persomal histories, as
il as reflections on the communities i
gich they live or lived, must he pre
sewed. If pou are wat doing it persomally,
m consider involuing rither otfer orga-
tzatioms i El]ll:r arta gr ﬂgﬁ fanrﬂiez ﬂf
s to be inferbiefmed. Back of us can be

malved i this effort directly or directy.
- mperh foock dore by Mrs. Jma Jop
(3["]1 Hlooded Acres, Waco
; ?lﬂ} will be shared ﬂiruu:gh this
osletter. All it takes. in either or bath
fiorts is a casseile recorber, fime, and
derest:
As the TIIHS. grofos, foe bill need
t anly more members, but local, informal
ganization as foell @These mini-
erings  frill serve fo reinforce the
smradery of onr Soriety and provide
orum for the sharing of information

®ffirers fill be elected ammually for 2 period of one pear and with a
limitation of three consecutive yeavs, fith the exception of the Archivist

and Associate Archivist.

Fullnfwing are the officers for 1980-81.

Execufive (ommmittee

1st Wice President.. Hrs. Frmces Ballison
(Bun Avtonic)

Zndy Wire Prog

Corresponding Secrebary
..... He. Lionel Schooler M

e
T B St Fl (Sl

.......

Such growps will allot onr state-foide

organizafion to naintsin a firm grass-

roots fourdation foile permitting Saciely
inealuement in local historical projects.

_ Baxpectations for the future are many:
Brzmi&, qimthms, meh_n'g's, Terhrres,
geminars, and much more Hach takes
time, effort, imuoluement, and interest The
purpose of the TIHS. is to create an
atmosphere in @hich such achievements
ran e attwined. ﬁn plan to be tnuolied,
because pon are the only owes foho can
bring these possibilities fo fruifion. Ble
needr achipe participante, foe need tenzﬁ;"d;
and papers for our next ammal Gathering
and our publications, e need committee
members, foz weed local ambassadors
spreabing the wime of the nﬁmicig; i
short, foe meed pow The TIHS. il
grofn in strength — only if pou make i
appen. Bo be invalied.

Jimmy Bessler

Standing Comumittees

Ebitorial Board

Quactecy . .. . Hls. Born Berer
- (Ballas)

. B Barry Green (Tyko)

Public Mnm - Br. Sarford Reneter
PR i _ (Houstor)

..... l:llf[rs. ﬂnrm Gofoer (Seabrook)

Regioml Orgavization
........ Hre. Helen Suithy (Austin)

Firerlm

Hirs. Susanme Friedmun (Houston)
Mrs. Binger Jacobs aﬂu}
Rabbi (Enm.h Yacobson (S Antowio)
5 o Eay B sk
Br Barhara Schacktel (H mh:m

ﬂr. Bavid S Eum g‘ﬂ
JHL AMitton Smith
B Sefh Wolitz (San ann




Jewish historians,” fas
hﬂr& spraker on the evening of
arp 26, 1980 El!t follotring is
pied from his address

"3 came hofon here'. . . Ho

congratnlate you all To ron-
w gou becanse 2 foay,
: history in Norih America
began in Texas. And in a foay,
that is literally true — in Texas
amb in neighboring Mexicn.
"!'ﬂ.hm.d ninety gears before
the Pilgrims Lunded at Plymouth
Rm:k, ande Alonza, 2 mun
of Jetwish descent, foas burnt at
the stake it Mexica Tity on the
t!;arsz of being a herefic, a secvet
Jein. I the late 1590°s and the
earlp 1600's, anather mam of
Jetmish descent, und a num who
proclaimed himself proudly as 2
Jew, foas noent at the stuke. He
limed in g provinee of worthern
Hexica that ieclided pad of
territory. Ju the ate 1600's,
there mere fino governors of
Jetwisly origin fwho foere arrested
by the gll.quis'rﬁnn, andr fried
both died in Jnguisifional prisons.
®ne fwas in a northern Mexican
province that inclubded part of

Texas, and the other Gas in the
probince that e knote foday as

\Teha Mexico.

"I all probability, approxi-
mately during the time of the War
of 1812, theer foas 2 Eesi Point
grabuate foho tas fighting fere,
ot Texas soil In 18286, there foas
a Beruum Jefo, Adolphus Stern,
fofio fought in the Fredowian
Revolt, and later on berame 2
very distinguished Texun. 3 come
from Cincimatl, and fme have 2
Jetoish family there called the
Jolmsons 'E-th:re still Jetvs,
still good Jews. Edgar Johnson
foas massaceed i 1836 by the
Mexicans af Boliad wmhen Colonel
Hannin and his men fwere ull
 murdersd. .

T

“You have = glorious history,
a lristory that is forth studying
and tworth knofuing about . . .
"Enu have a foonderful his-
fory in this great Tone Star
State. You kave 2 Bible, where
pou have the greafest sentence
the foorld has ever :unmheb andy
ﬂgp T baned s ever foritter
"Elgnn shalt love thy neighbor
us thyself” Aubd over 2,000 years
ago, foe had a religions leadter,
before the birth of fﬁl’gmi‘rmtdu
who fanght us our ‘goiden rule:
“Wihat is hateful . . . unio pou,
be not unto pour mgh]mr.
"t is my faith, hope, and
conniction, that when sverp Yoo is
bistinguished among his fellots
citizens, for his personal integrity,
then nothing on God's green earlh
is going to shake his position
@haracter iz the most imporkant
thing in [ife. If pou're good men
and foomen, ‘I’E!ﬂi all ﬂ'll storms
of life map fhistle and hofl
about pour ears. Bt ﬁ:hzn the
o e the notse and the furmoil
lrave passed afmay, and the dafm
of u nefn dap romes shiving over
the horizon, — you il sfill be
standing here, erect unﬂmdgmg,
mmvanmted: an eterral people”

®ur ﬁnrﬁztg ;ﬂmﬂtpﬁmtzh

@njl’rhnmrg 15, 19810, the Secretary
of State for the Stute of Texas issurd

charter number 509732 to the Wexas
Jewish Historical Society, Iuc Ttne
foreks after the Hirst Gathering of the
TIES., owr orgamization fock an
official place in the records of the State
Much thanks is due to Mr Liomel
ﬁ:i;un[m-, our Gorresponbing Secretary,
for carrying out this effort to ifs fruifion.
@urrently, Lowie, Yinomy M Al
Ed 'pax, our Treasurer, are in the process
of applying for tax exempt status from the
Anternal Reverme Bernice.

Suriiey

Jf you kuoto of ang projects
completed, unbertay, or projected in
the fielh of ﬁm:izﬁ:rwl; History,
or sourees of informetion and
lacation of Ddocuments, please
formard one ropy to the netosletter
ehifars amd o to Br 1
Gretsky, TIHS Mh:tlwt. m‘p.a

trill be the hegtrm’mg of our cataloging
of the Texas Jefish experience.

Semberships
in the
Wexas Jetuish Historical Society
are wunibeble g w Reglar, Bateir, Gift, and Gegumrizationsl basis.

Contributions to the Texus Yetvish Historical Saciety
are tax beductible within the limits of the lafn.

__3;01' Lﬂtmhzrsf]ip information, canfact: ,L?ﬁahhi Jeimes ?I. ﬁeaﬁf.er

Tomple B'nai Jsvael
3008 Avemue @
(Bulueston, Texas 77550




| T LIRS mprents amorgaizd
fiigr! fo preserve and bisseminate the
mstory of Jefos i Cexas. As an
midual member of a Texas Jemmish
iy — fhether i is sixth or first
= pou may foork tofmar thni
by researching pour family history.
Jd=ms Joy Chodoroin Gandler of Temple
Hodef Sholom in Waco has been working

 this area, and shares with us some of
mrthods. In this issue, e look at
=l and Eurl:!'fm h:stnnm and . some

}{trurhmg ¥ atm[g Histories

Begin the tape fith the follofring
statements.

My full wame is:

d am the son/daughter of

J live af

Todvay s date fs:

3 am interuiciing:

He/Bhe lives at:

Then begin the interbioln fith the
follofing questions:

H}[ﬂ b pou knofp ll:rm.d pour
T

ancestors hefore pour great-g

o u{ grzai—grmhparmis.
®ral History

Clarity is foremost Be sure that the
pe used foben intervicfving is of the
mighes! quality and that the speakers
. dmtln. ,f\r[p_ material foritten
: fuith the taped fntecvietn shoud
Ilg:hiv. (Ff no recording equipment is
wailzble, forite it out)
Anfervieto anyone on pour mother's
e and/nr on ponr father's sihe of the
amiln. Full names, dates, and places are
my important. Begin with the alder
mbers of the fanily, i possible. If they
22 not live near pou, begin then foith your
arents aud frite [otters to relatives. Reep
| corresponbence.

Lexns Jremish Historical Soriety
07 Edgefnood

Toxas 78722

Blolme 1, Number 1, Angust, 1980

anb grzai-granm 3t possih
auster the follotring pertaing to those
ancestors before the gwai-gmuﬁpmynh}

Hlhat was ponr great-gradfather's
wrme, his birth date, bis birth place, and
his burial place?

Hlhat foas pour great-grandmother's
name, including her maiden wmame, her
birth date, birty place, mad burial place?

Blgen and fuhere fere gour great-
grandparents married?

Wiyt e the e of teiecyldren
— it arder of birth — and fohat fere their
birth dates?

To twhom toere each of those children
married (include wmaiden names fwhen
applicable), fwhen foere they murried,
fohere bid they live, and fhere is each
burieh?

Hiritten Histary

1 you begin u serapbook todap, gou
are preserving foritten fistory for pos-
terity. The scrapbook should be “in
chronalogieal order, cordaining nefospaper
articles fith date and pear, pichures,
programs, boruments, or anpthing per-
taining to pour family. Bo not use tape.
Hse photo mounts to outline items. Fut
programs in manils envelopes and paste
mlmluprﬁ on ;:agc. Euu mnltt also heep a

: mtmhzm of gﬂm: fmmlg o ﬂ]r hag it

happens.

ﬂ:.a}l.ﬁ members are felcome to
forfoard to the editors abditional questions
fubich fwould add to the fumily history
project. In the next isswe, toe will focus
on questions regarding the first gener

ation in Amerita.

The Newsletter of the Texus Joimish

Historical Saciety is published quartedly
Editors

Hs. Bonna Berline:

Br. Bany Green
Proofreader

Sie T Hae Sicon
Bresident

Habbi Jumemy Ressler










